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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GDR, UR 

SUBJECT: GDR OBSERVANCE OE OCTOBER REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY 
SUMMARY 

GDR OBSERVANCE OF THE 58TH ANNIVERSARY OE THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR OFFICIAL COMMENTARY 
ON THE SOVIET-GDR FRIENDSHIP TREATY AND FOR ABRASIMOV 
REMARKS ON WEST BERLIN AND SOVIET AGRICULTURE. 

ABBREVIATED VERSIONS OF SPEECHES BY 

ABRASIMOV AND SED POLITBURO MEMBER HARRY TISCH, WHICH 
APPEARED IN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND), BETRAY GDR SENSITIVITY 
REGARDING PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OF NEW TREATY AND OFFICIAL 
CONCERN WITH AGRICULTURAL PROBLEM RESULTING FROM THIS 
YEAR'S POOR HARVEST IN BOTH COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY 
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1 . THE GDR LEADERSHIP MARKED THE 58TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
OCTOBER REVOLUTION ON NOVEMBER 6 BY SENDING A LONG 
CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM TO THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP AND BY 
SPONSORING A GALA RECEPTION AT THE STATE OPERA IN EAST 
BERLIN WITH SPEECHES BY POLITBURO MEMBER HARRY TISCH AND 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR PYOTR ABRASIMOV. THE SOVIETS IN TURN 
GAVE AN EMBASSY RECEPTION FOR THE EAST BERLIN DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS AND HELD A SOLEMN MILITARY CEREMONY NOVEMBER 7 AT 
THE SOVIET MEMORIAL IN TREPTOW PARK. 

2. GDR CELEBRATIONS PROVIDED AN OCCASION FOR COMMENTARY 
ON THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED SOVIET-GDR FRIENDSHIP TREATY. 
HONECKER'S TELEGRAM TO BREZHNEV REFERRED TO THE 
"QUALITATIVELY HIGHER STAGE" OF SOVIET-GDR RELATIONS 

AND HIGHLIGHTED THE FURTHER DRAWING TOGETHER OF THE PEOPLES 
OF BOTH COUNTRIES AS THE CENTRAL POINT OF THE TREATY. 

SPEAKING AT THE STATE OPERA CEREMONY, TISCH PAID HOMAGE 
TO THE "INDESTRUCTIBLE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP" BETWEEN THE 
SOVIET UNION AND THE GDR AND NOTED THAT THE RECENTLY SIGNED 
TREATY REFLECTED A GROWING LEVEL OF COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES AS WELL AS RECENT POLITICAL CHANGES IN 
EUROPE AND THE WORLD. HE CHARACTERIZED THE TREATY AS 
POINTING THE WAY TO INCREASED COOPERATION TO THE YEAR 2000 
AND BEYOND AND CONCLUDED THAT THE DOCUMENT, ALONG WITH 
THE GDR'S 1974 CONSTITUTION, LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE 
FURTHER FORMATION OF THE GDR'S "DEVELOPED SOCIALIST 
SOCIETY" AND PAVED THE WAY FOR A GRADUAL TRANSITION OF 
COMMUNISM IN THE GDR. HOWEVER, TISCH SAID MORE IN HIS 
SPEECH THAN ND CLOSE TO PRINT. EMBOFF WHO HEARD THE 
SPEECH WAS STRUCK AT THE TIME BY TISCH'S ANECDOTE ON 
PUBLIC RECEPTION OF THE TREATY. "EHEN THE GDR WORKER 
WAS ASKED TS THIS A GOOD TREATY?", TISCH HAD SAID, 

"HE ANSWERED "YES, IT IS A GOOD TREATY". THIS SECTION 
OF TISCH'S ADDRESS WAS NOTICEABLY ABSENT FROM THE TEST 
PUBLISHED BY ND ON NOVEMBER 7. 

3. ABRASIMOV STUCK TO PLATITUDES IN HIS REMARKS ON THE 
TREATY BY ECHONING THE HONECKER TELEGRAM. FOR ABRASIMOV, 
THE CORE OF THE TREATY CONSITITUTEED THE FURTHER DRAWING 
TOGETHER OF THE TWO COUNTRIES AND THEIR PEOPLES AND 
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STRENGTHENED THE POWER AND UNITY OF THE SOCIALIST SYSTEM. 

4. ABRASIMOV ALSO TOUCHED ON WEST BERLIN AND SOVIET 
AGRICULTURAL POLICY IN HIS SPEECH. REFERRING TO THE QA 

AS THE "FOUR POWER AGREEMENT" ON WEST BERLIN", ABRASIMOV 
WARNED THAT ALL ATTEMPTS-HOWEVER "CLUMSY AND CRASS 
TO UNDERMINE THE AGREEMENT'S CENTERPIECE, NAMELY THAT 
WEST BERLIN DOES NOT BELONG TO THE FRG AND SHOULD NOT BE 
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GOVERNED BY IT, HAD BEEN REBUEFED NOT JUST BY THE SOVIET 
UNION BUT BY THE GDR AND OTHER SOCIALIST STATES AS WELL. 

THE SOVIET UNION ADVOCATED THAT ALL SIDES OBSERVE THE 
LETTER AND SPIRIT OE THE AGREEMENT. 

5. ON AGRICULTURAL POLICY, ABRASIMOV PRAISED SUCCESSEULHARVESTS BETWEEN 
1971 AND 1974 AND NOTED THAT THE 

SOVIET UNION HAD DONE EVERYTHING NECESSARY NOT JUST TO 
MEET DOMESTIC DEMAND EOR GRAIN BUT ALSO TO AID ITS 
SOCIALIST BROTHERS IN SATISEYING THEIR AGRICULTURAL 
NEEDS. HE WENT ON TO STATE THAT THIS HAD BEEN POSSIBLE 
ONLY UNDER A SOCIALIST ECONOMY. WHILE THE ND VERSION 
OE ABRASIMOV'S REMARKS STOPS HERE, HE IN FACT HAD GONE 
ON TO ADMIT THAT "UNFORTUNATELY, THIS YEAR'S HARVEST 
WAS SUBSTANTIALLY DECREASED BY BAD WEATHER" AND 
EMBOEE PRESENT AT CEREMONY PICKED UP TONE OF DEFENSIVE 
OVERSTATEMENT IN HIS REMARKS INDICATING SENSITIVITY TO 
KINKS IN SOVIET AGRICULTURAL SYSTEM AND RESULTANT NEED 
TO IMPORT GRAIN. THE EACT THAT THE EAST GERMANS CHOSE 
NOT TO PRINT THIS SECTION OE ABRASIMOV'S SPEECH IS A 
EURTHER INDICATION OE SOVIET AND GDR SENSITIVITIES 
ON THIS POINT. 
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6. AMBASSADOR AND MRS. COOPER ATTENDED THE SOVIET 

EMBASSY RECEPTION ON NOVEMBER 6 AND WERE MET AT THE 

ENTRANCE BY SOVIET COUNSELOR GROMYKO WHO SAID " I AM TO 

ATTEND YOU DURING THE RECEPTION" AND ACCOMPANIED 

THEM THROUGHOUT THE EVENING. THEY WERE ESCORTED THROUGH 

THE GUEST IN THE RECEPTION ROOM TO THE AREA WHERE HONECKER, SINDERMANN, 

STOPH AND OTHERS WERE DRINKING TOASTS RATHER LOUDLY AND 
WITH AN OCCASIONAL SHOUT. AFTER A SHORT INTERVAL, 

ABRASIMOV APPROACHED AND, AFTER AMBASSADOR 
COOPER EXTENDEDCONGRATULATIONS ON THE DAY, PROPOSED 
A TOAST "TO OUR TWO COUNTRIES". ON LEAVING GROMYKO 
EXCORTED AMBASSADOR AND MRS. COOPER TO THE DOOR AND 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE RECENT ADMINISTRATION CHANGES 
IN WASHINGTON, SAYING, WITHOUT THE AMBASSADOR'S 
RESPONDING, "THIS IS NOT A TIME TO TALK ABOUT THESE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CHANGES, BUT THE PRESIDENT HAS THE RIGHT TO APPOINT 
HIS OFEICIALS." 

8. ON NOVEMBER 7, THE SOVIETS PUT ON THEIR OWN 
SHOW AT THE SOVIET MEMORIAL AT TREPTOW PARK IN EAST 
BERLIN WITH A SOLEMN MILITARY CEREMONY ATTENDED BY HIGH 
SOVIET MILITARY OFEICERS, THE EAST BERLIN DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS, AND A MERE HANDFULOF GDR GUESTS HEADED BY 
POLITBURO MEMBER WERNER KROLIKOWSKI. TO THE STRAINS OF 
A DIRGE PERFORMED BY A SOVIET MILITARY BAND, THE 
PROCESSION WOUND ITS WAY THROUGH THE PARK TO THE MASSIVE 
STATUE OF A SOVIET SOLDIER CRADLING A CHILD IN HIS ARMS, 

A BROKEN SWASTIKA AT HIS FEET, WHERE THE WREATH-LAYING 
CEREMONY TOOK PLACE. BEFORE THE ASSEMBLED CROWD, 

ABRASIMOV, KROLIKOWSKI, AND SOVIET GENERALS INVANOVSKI AND 
MEDNIKOV CLIMBED THE STEPS OF THE MONUMENT AND DISAPPEARED 
INTO A SMALL OPENING IN THE BASE OF THE STATUE WHERE THE 
WREATHS WERE LAID, LEAVING DIPLOMATIC GUESTS BELOW TO 
STARE UP AT THE IMPOSING STATUE AND THE AUTUMN SHY UNTIL 
THE OFFICIAL PARTY RE-EMERGED A FEW MINUTES LATER. A 
SOVIET HONOR GUARD THEN PARADED PAST WITH A NOTICEABLE 
LACK OF PRECISION THAT CONTRASTED MARKEDLY WITH THE 
STUNNING DISCIPLINE OF GDR TROOPS AT PREVIOUS TREPTOW 
CEREMONIES. 
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8. COMMENT: GDR SENSITIVITIES REGARDING BOTH PUBLIC RECEPTION OE 
THE NEW TREATY AND AGRICULTURAL DIEEICULTIES ARE REVEALED BY THE 
CENSORING OE THE TISCH AND ABRASIMOV SPEECHES. THE ABBREVIATED 
VERSION OE THE ABRASIMOV SPEECH LEAVES THE EAST GERMAN PUBLIC WITH 
THE EALSE IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS NO AGRICULTURAL PROBLEM IN 
THE GDR OR SOVIET UNION THIS YEAR. REEERENCES BY TISCH AND 
ABRASIMOV TO THE 1975 TREATY CONTAIN NOTHING NEW AND CONTINUE TO 
STRESS THE DRAWING TOGETHER OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE GDR AT ALL 
LEVELS. A NEW MEMBER OE THE SED POLIBURO AND HEAD OE THE EDGB, 

TISCH HAS TAKEN ON A MORE ACTIVE PUBLIC ROLE LATELY AND MAY BE A 
EIGURE TO WATCH IN THE SED POWER STRUCTURE.COOPER 
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